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NeXT CAMP 25 MeeTINg 
The next Camp meeting will be held at 1300 Hours on 
Sunday, August 13th at the VFW Post 9211 Hall on 
255 Veterans Historic Drive, Reno NV. The nearest 
intersection is with Baker Lane next to Moana Park.  
We will try to send out a zoom/conference link/number 
before the meeting. 

 

 

oRDeRS 

CAMP oRDeRS  

No new Camp Orders were issued since the last issue 
of the Carlin Camp Dispatch was published. For a 
complete list of orders, see Camp website: 
http://www.suvpac.org/camp25/rules/ordersindex.html  

DePARTMeNT oRDeRS  

Department Commander Stephen E. Doyle, PCC has 
published no new Department Orders since the last 
issue of the Carlin Camp Dispatch was published. For 
a complete list of orders, see Department website: 

http://www.suvpac.org/rules/ordersindex.html  

 

NATIoNAL geNeRAL oRDeRS 

CiC Bruce D. Frail has published a total of five new 
orders and messages since the last issue of the Carlin 
Camp Dispatch was published. For the full text and a 
complete list of General Orders see the National list of 
orders.  

   http://www.suvcw.org/?page_id=513   
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 Special Order 2 –  SUVCW Logins & 
Passwords 

 General Order 26 – Dept of Ohio C and R 
Change with attachments 

 General Order 27 – Dept of New York C and 
R Change with attachments 

 Special Order 2 –  National Quartermaster 
Shop (temporally closed) 

 Special Message 7 – Passing of PCinC of 
MOLLUS Douglas R. Niermeyer 

 
 

 
  

SuvCw uPCoMINg eveNTS 

CAMP eveNTS  

Nevada Day Parade in Carson City, October 28, 2023 

Bower’s Mansion seasonal closure October 29, 2023 

Veterans’ Day Parade in Reno, November 11, 2023. 

Members area asked to consider attending all planned 
events and to RSVP to the Commander as soon as they 
know they will attend.  It is hard to plan for an event if  
attendance is unknown.  If members need 
transportation to events contact the Vice Commander. 

 
DePARATMeNT eveNTS 

No Department events have been announced for the 
near term. 

 
NATIoNAL eveNTS 

3 – 6 Aug 2023 

142nd Annual National Encampment at Nashua, New 
Hampshire. For info see https://suvcw.org/2023-
national-encampment  

18 Nov 2023 

The 67th Annual Remembrance Day Parade will be 
help in Gettysburg, PA. For parade information see: 
https://suvcw.org/remembrance-day-parade/  

ALLIeD eveNTS 

DUVCW - Johana Shine Tent 96  

Johana Shine Tent 96 is the Northern Nevada Tent 
(Organization) of the Daughters of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War, and they hold quarterly meetings and 
publish a very nice newsletter several times a year.  
Email - johanashineduvcw@gmail.com,  
website - https://johanashineduvcw.wordpress.com/  

Quarterly Meetings (1330 hours) 
20 Aug 2023 
19 Nov 2023 

CAMP 25 NewS 
 

4th of July Liberty Bell Ringing  

Several members of Camp 25 attended the annual July 
4th Liberty Bell Ringing in Carson City, presented by 
the Battle Born Chapter of the SAR Color Guard.  In 
addition to the brothers pictured below, Brothers D. 
Dalton, Dickey, Hess, Linscott, and Stoecklin 
participated as part of the Color Guard. Members of 
the public were able to ring Nevada’s Liberty Bell in 
honor of their patriots that fell and served for America.  

 

L-R, Bro. Perdue, Cmdr. Davis, and Bro. Ehlers 
 

Nevada Veteran’s Memorial Plaza Brick  

The Nevada Veteran’s Memorial Plaza team has 
confirmed that they have received the bricks from their 
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supplier and the local craftsman that is engraving them  
is working on them. They expect that the brick will be 
ready to install in possibly early September.  As soon 
as we have a date for placement, we will organize a 
ceremony to gather and honor our Nevada brothers 
that gave their full measure for our country. 

 

Past Commander Riggs Ridge Naming 

Commander Davis’s presentation on the proposed 
Riggs Mountain naming went well at the Nevada 
Board on Geographic Names and it is moving forward 
with a proposed Riggs Ridge near the State Prison in 
Carson City where John had worked.  As the 
application moves to the next step, it would be useful 
if more of our brothers would also send their letters/e-
mails of support.  We will provide some talking points 
and the address where you can to send your support to. 
 

 

CIvIL wAR NewS AND vIewS 
 

Political Speech from the Times 

 

 

“The Amazing Growth of the Pension Pig” 

Quote from the Day 

 

"Don't bring up your sons to detest the United 
States... Recollect that we form one country now. 
Abandon all these local animosities, and make your 
sons Americans." 

Robert E. Lee 

 

 

160 Years Ago, This Month in Civil War History, 
1863 

 

July 1 - Battle of 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
begins 

July 2 - Second day of the 
Battle of Gettysburg, heavy 
fighting in The Wheatfield 

July 3 - Morgan's raiders 
cross the Cumberland 
River near Burkesville, KY 

July 3 - Battle of Gettysburg 
concludes 

July 4 - Confederates 
surrender to Grant at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 

July 4 - Lee's forces begin to 
retreat from Gettysburg 

July 5 - Engagement at 
Birdson Ferry, Mississippi 

July 6 - Skirmish at 
Williamsport and 
Hagerstown, Maryland 

July 8 - Surrender of Port 
Hudson, Louisiana 

July 8 - General John Hunt 
Morgan crosses the Ohio 
River into Indiana at 
Brandenburg, Kentucky 

July 10 - Action at Falling 
Waters, Maryland 

July 10 Siege of Fort 
Wagner, Charleston Harbor, 
SC begins 

July 11 - First assault on 
Fort Wagner 

July 13 - Draft riots in New 
York City 

July 17 - Engagement at 
Honey Springs, Indian 
Territory (now OK) 

July 18 - Assault on Battery 
Wagner, led by the 54th 
Massachusetts 

July 19 - Engagement at 
Buffington Island on the 
Ohio River 

July 23 - Skirmish at 
Manassas Gap, Virginia 

July 26 - John Hunt Morgan 
captured at Salineville, 
Ohio 

July 29 - Queen Victoria 
reconfirms British policy of 
neutrality 

 Courtesy of 
www.battlefields.org  
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ouR CIvIL wAR ANCeSToRS 
 

Private Alexander J. Taylor 
1826-1887 

Alexander J. Taylor 
was born on 10 
March 1826 in 
Lexington, Fayette 
County, Kentucky. 
He was the 4th 
child of William 
Taylor the 2nd 
(1798-1845) and 
his wife Mary Ann 
Ragan (1803-
1877). By 1830 the 
family had moved 
to Morgan County, 
IL.  He married 
Mary Frances 
Cothran (1824-
1909) on 5 
December 1848 in 
Scott County, Illinois.  By 1850 Alexander and his 
wife had moved to Springfield, Sangamon, Illinois. 
They remained there through the 1860 Census; his 
occupation was as a potter. To this marriage six 
children were born; Pauline, Lenora, Mary Ann, 
William, Barnwell, George, and Mildred. 

The Civil War broke out on 12 April 1861, and 
Alexander mustered in on 25 May 1861 as a Private 
and serving in two companies; Company F, 61st, and 
Company K, 14th Illinois Infantry. He mustered out on 
25 Jul 1861. His military records describe him as 5’9”, 
light colored hair, blue eyes, and a dark complexion. 

The 14th Regiment was organized at Jacksonville, Ill., 
and mustered in May 25, 1861. Moved to Quincy, Ill., 
June 28, 1861. Attached to Dept. of Missouri to 
February, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, District of 
West Tennessee, and Army of the Tennessee, to July, 
1862. 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, District of Memphis, 
Tenn., to September, 1862. 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, 
District of Jackson, Tenn., to November, 1862. 2nd 
Brigade, 4th Division, Right Wing 13th Army Corps 
(Old), Dept. of the Tennessee, to December, 1862. 2nd 
Brigade, 4th Division, 17th Army Corps, Army of the 

Tennessee, to January, 1863. 2nd Brigade, 4th 
Division, 16th Army Corps, to July, 1863. 2nd 
Brigade, 4th Division, 13th Army Corps, to August, 
1863. 2nd Brigade, 4th Division, 17th Army Corps, to 
November, 1864. 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 17th 
Army Corps, to April, 1865. 2nd Brigade, 4th 
Division, 17th Army Corps, to June, 1865. Dept. of 
Missouri to September, 1865. 

The Civil War ended on 13 May 1865, and the 
Regiment lost 62 men killed and mortally wounded, 
and 1 Officer and 160 men to disease. 

The 1865 Illinois state census shows Alexander living 
in Springfield, Sangamon, Illinois. By 1870 he and his 
wife were living in Wilmington, Will County, Illinois 
where he was working as a tailor. The 1880 Federal 
Census Schedule for the Defective, Dependent, and 
Delinquent shows him living in Buena Vista Township 
in Schuyler County, Illinois, institutionalized and 
blind. He applied for a Civil War pension (number 
468701) on 5 January 1883. The records show that he 
was living in the Illinois Soldiers' and Sailors' Home 
on 14 May 1887. 

Alexander died on 15 July 1887 and was buried in 
Quincy, Adams County, Illinois at the Sunset 
Cemetery (aka Illinois Veterans Home Cemetery, 
Soldiers and Sailors Cemetery, Veterans Cemetery). 
His Find a Grave Memorial number is 90775031. His 
family applied for and was granted a Civil War 
headstone, which reads: Alexander Taylor, Co. F, 61st 
Illinois Infantry. His wife applied for a Widows 
Pension (number 409068) on 19 November 1889. 

 

By Randall Lorenz, 2nd Great Grandson 
 

 

***RITuALS, CuSToMS, TRADITIoNS,  
AND HISToRy 

SuvCw 

Formal Camp Meetings 

Originally the SUVCW camp 
meetings were conducted in a 
very formal fashion, like many 
faternal organazations of the 
day, and many camps still abide 
strictly to these riruals, while 
others are less formal.  These 
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Rituals and Ceromonies are designed to strenghten the 
bonds of Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, and provide 
a bridge to the experiences of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. 

 
General Seating Plan of the Camp Meeeting Room 

 

gAR 

Sarah Emma Edmonds was only 
woman known to have been admitted 
to full membership in the GAR, 
because she had served in the 2nd 
Michigan Infantry disguised as a man 
named Franklin Thompson from May 
1861 until April 1863, and continued 
to live as a man in the post war period. 
In 1882, she collected affidavits from 
former comrades to petition for a 
veteran's pension, which she received 
in July 1884. Edmonds was a member of the GAR 
until she died on September 5, 1898, and was given a 
funeral with military honors when she was reburied in 
Houston, Texas in 1901. A small number of women 
who had served as volunteer nurses during the war 
were awarded ‘honorary’ membership, including the 

war-time nurse Clara Barton. The official war-time 
Army nurse corps formed its own ‘veterans’ 
organization called the Association of Army Nurses, 
founded in Philadelphia. The Army Nurses met along 
with the Grand Army men at department and national 
‘encampments’, but were not accepted as official 
members. 
https://www.essentialcivilwarcurriculum.com/the-grand-army-of-
the-republic.html 

 

 
 

Correction 
 

George A. Paine, the teenage veteran that was cover in 
the last edition of the Camp 25 Dispatch was not an 
ancestor of Brother Jay Dickey.  

 

 

 

oTHeR uPCoMINg eveNTS 

 
Virginia City Labor Day Parade 

Monday, 4 September, 1200 hours 

 
Virtual Lecture Series – History Talks 

Chambersburg Civil War Seminars & Tours has been 
hosting Civil War Tours for more than 30 years. 
Virtual lectures are held monthly on the 15th 
(normally) at 7 PM EST for $6 a session.  The Virtual 
Zoom Series focuses on leaders and leadership in the 
Civil War.  For info, schedule, and to RSVP see 
https://www.civilwarseminars.org/lectures   

Tuesday., August 15 - The Daniel Sickles Murder 
Trial by James Hessler 

Friday, September 15 – The Longest and Clearest 
Head of Any General Officer": George Meade as 
Corps Commander by Chris Stowe  

 

The Grand Army of the Republic Civil War 
Museum & Archive - Zoom Programs  

Sunday, August 6, 2023 at 1300 hours, "The story of 
Brvt. Lt. Colonel Alexander Thomas Augusta", The 
first African-American physician and the highest 
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ranking African-American officer at that time.  Email 
to request a seat  garmuslib1866@gmail.com 

https://garmuslib.org/  

 

Battle Born Patriots Chapter, 
Sons of American Revolution 

Tuesday, 12 September 2023, 1800 Hrs. 

The Battle Born Patriots Chapter of Sons of American 
Revolution now meets the second Tuesday of odd 
months (January, March, etc.) at Skipolini’s 
Restaurant at 1800 Hrs. For more information see their 
website at www.sar-nevada.com/Northern/north.html   
 

American Heritage Partners 

The Salem Witch Trials 

Friday, August 25, 1130 – 1330 hours. 

Luncheon at Atlantis Resort Casino, Reno 

Tickets 

 

Nevada Society of Mayflower Descendants 

No events have been announced for the near term. 

 

 

MINuTeS of THe CAMP MeeTINg 
 

geNeRAL wILLIAM PASSMoRe CARLIN CAMP 25 

DePARTMeNT of CALIfoRNIA & PACIfIC 

SoNS of uNIoN veTeRANS of THe CIvIL wAR 

 
11 Jun 2023 

I. Opening 
1. Meeting call to order by Commander 

Davis at 1315 hours 
2. Pledge of Allegiance led by Commander 

Davis 
3. Invocation given by Chaplain Donn 

Dalton 
4. Roll Call:  D. Dalton, D. Davis, R. Lorenz 
D. Perdue, and  F. Wood. Guest: J. Davis. 

 
II. Commander’s Report  

1. Commander Davis introduced guest Jenny 
Davis. 

2. Commander Davis reported on the 
opening of Bower’s Mansion and the on 
the Memorial Day Ceremony at the GAR 
cemetery. 

 
III. Secretary’s Report.   

1. Secretary Hess was absent but 
Commander Davis referred the members 
to the Minutes published in the last 
edition of the Camp 25 Dispatch and 
asked for any changes.  Being none there 
was a MOTION TO APPROVE (M/S 
Perdue/Dalton).  THE MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

IV. Treasurer’s Report. 
1. Treasurer Hess was absent on an 

emergency and therefore the Financial 
Statement for Camp 25 was not present. 

2. Commander Davis briefed Sec/Treas. 
Hess’s report on lack of receipt of the 
Annual Report Form 27 and our annual 
checks at the Department. Sec/Treas. 
Hess mailed them on April 20 by Priority 
Mail, and the postal tracking app says 
they were delivered.  Department 
Sec/Treas., Randy Dhinsa, indicates that 
he never received them, and the checks 
remain uncashed.  Sec/Treas. Hess again 
sent copies of the Annual Report to 
Department and will send a new check 
soon. 

V. Senior Vice Commander’s Report 
 

1. Brick. Brother Perdue reported that the 
NVMP POC indicated that bricks from 
the manufacturer are delayed and when 
they arrive and are engraved, NVMP will 
let us know so we can have a ceremony 
upon their placement. 

2. Twenty Year Dinner:  Brother Perdue 
reported that unfortunately, in the 
judgment of the Commander and Vice 
Commander, interest was not there to 
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hold a 20th Anniversary Dinner, so it has 
been canceled. He asked if members 
would like to do something else and 
hearing nothing the idea is dropped.  The 
Camp has received the 10, 15, and 20-
year service numerals and a time to award 
them needs to be picked. 

 

VI. Historian, Memorials, and GAR Highway 
Officer’s Report—(SEE EXHIBIT 2) 

 
1. On May 31, Camp Commander/Historian 

David A. Davis attended the meeting of 
the Nevada Board on Geographic Names 
at UNR and proposed the naming of the 
ridge just east of the Carson River and east 
of the State prison complexes and Prison 
Hill as Riggs Ridge in honor of deceased 
Past Camp Commander John Riggs. The 
Board voted to move the proposal to the 
next step, whereby it will the researched 
by the Board as well as to be continued 
researched by Commander Davis. Once 
they are done, it will go to the next 
meeting in September, when they will 
approve, disapprove, or send it back for 
more work. To date, Christine Johnson, 
the Board’s executive secretary and our 
Point of Contact, has received five letters 
of support. It would be useful if more of 
our brothers would also send her letters/e-
mails of support. Some talking points and 
the addresses where you can to send your 
support to will be provided upon request.  
Brother Perdue suggested that the local 
churches that PCC Riggs attended and the 
State Prison Staff should also be contacted 
and asked to submit letters. 

 
VII. Junior Vice Commander’s Report. Nothing 

To Report. 
 

VIII. Graves Registration Officer’s Report.  GRO 
Don Huffman: Unionville Remains recap: 
Don contacted the Army. The request went to 
Program Manager Sarah N. Parsons, of the 
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation 

Laboratory. She then sent the request to 
Physical Science Technician Lisa Abreu with 
a CC to Assistant Director Michael Hill. On 
March 7, Lisa contacted Don asking if 
anyone had contacted him yet. Since then – 
nothing. 

 
IX. ROTC Report – Brother Dietrich reported by 

email: 
 

1. The following J/ROTC awards were given 
this Spring: 

 Douglas HS - Elissa Dumlao 
 McQueen HS - Logan Bahl 
 Carson HS - Emily Snyder 

Brother Stoecklin presented at Carson HS and 
Douglas HS, and  Brother Dietrich presented 
at McQueen HS. 

 
2. An award was ordered and sent to the 

University of Nevada; however, the award 
was not acknowledged by the University 
for an unknown reason. 

3. Carson HS did not provide a Form 7. An 
award was ordered retroactively. The 
award package has not been received from 
National to date. 

 
X. Other Officers’ Reports. None provided. 

XI. Old Business 
 

1. Shine Tent President Monica Moriarty e-
mailed that the Carson City Library will 
be doing a month’s display in July with a 
War of the Rebellion er Civil War theme 
like a couple of years ago. If there is any 
interest in participating contact Cmdr. 
Davis. 

2.  Cmdr. Davis mentioned in the past about 
having a large white tent-like structure, 
that PCC John Riggs had us purchase for 
Camp use at events. In addition, there is a 
fly, but no poles to put it up with – though 
that could be easily corrected. It has been 
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mentioned about having a tent at events 
like Bowers Mansion.  Our tent would 
require several volunteers to assemble, 
disassemble, and man should interest be 
shown, and there should be a practice in 
advance of its use. 

3. Really old business on back burner – may 
never be off the back burner, but included 
here as not forgotten 
 

a). Unionville Remains – see GRO report 
b). James Reid MOH 

c). Kane/Keenan MOH 

 

XI. New Business 
1. Thoughts on upcoming activities: 

Especially with parades, as when times 
and deadlines get closer, Cmdr. Davis 
will be wanting a headcount as he doesn’t 
want to be the only one participating: 

a)  Liberty Bell ringing at Carson 
City 

b) Labor Day Parade at Virginia 
City 

c) Bower’s Mansion seasonal 
closure 

d) Nevada Day Parade in October 
e) Veterans’ Day Parade in 

November 
 

XII. Good of the Order 
 

1. Brother Woods reported that he probably 
would have to stop participating in the 
monthly meeting and because he has the 
key to the VFS hall, we should look for 
new arrangements. Brother Dalton said he 
would enquire about using the Elks 

Lodge facility and Brother Lorenz said he 
would enquire at the American Legion 
facility in Reno.  Brother Perdue said if 
those didn’t work out, he would consider 
joining the VFW if he could have a key 
for us to use their facility. 

2. Brother Lorenz reported that he had been 
working with National to have his Civil 
War ancestors grave and biographies 
posted to the National database, and he is 
now authorized by National to access 
their database and perform those tasks if 
members are interested in posting their 
ancestors information. 

3. Brother Lorenz reported that he had taken 
pictures at the Memorial Day Ceremonies 
at the GAR Cemetery.  In the discussion 
that pursued he indicated that he would be 
happy to be the Camp photographer and 
subsequently Cmdr. Davis appointed him 
the Camp photographer. 

4. Need to schedule a time to present the 10, 
15, and 20-year service numerals. 

5. Next meeting.  August 13, same time, 
same place. 

 
XIII. Closing 

 
1) Prayer was given by Chaplain Donn 

Dalton 
 
Adjourned at 1438 hours.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
David Perdue, Junior Vice Commander 

 

 
 

HISToRy AND MeMoRIALS RePoRT 
 

11 June 2023 

David A. Davis, PCC, Gen. William Passmore Carlin Camp 25 Camp, Historian/Civil War Memorials 
Officer. 
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RIGGS RIDGE 
On May 31, Camp Commander/Historian David A. Davis attended the meeting of the Nevada Board 

on Geographic Names at UNR and proposed the naming of the ridge just east of the Carson River and east of 
the State prison complexes and Prison Hill as Riggs Ridge in honor of deceased Past Camp Commander John 
Riggs. The Board voted to move the proposal to the next step, whereby it will the researched by the Board as 
well as to be continued researched by Commander Davis. Once they are done, it will go to the next meeting in 
September, when they will approve, disapprove, or send it back for more work. To date, Christine Johnson, 
the Board’s executive secretary and our Point of Contact, has received five letters of support. It would be 
useful if more of our brothers would also send her letters/e-mails of support. Some talking points and the 
addresses where you can to send your support to will be provided upon request.   

So far, the only other features named Riggs are Upper and Lower Riggs Springs and a Riggs Road 
leading to them in the back country of Lincoln County. They are about 9 miles southeast of the old Delamar 
mining camp and were first mentioned in 1892 in the “Pioche Weekly Record.” They were probably named 
for a Riggs family (no details about them as of this writing) who apparently grazed cattle in the area for a 
short time before moving to Arizona. 

 
Map of Proposed Riggs Ridge 

 

FATE OF SECESSIONISTS IN NEVADA DURING THE CIVIL WAR 
By David A. Davis, Carlin Camp 25 Commander and Historian 
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One of many of the jobs of the Nevada Volunteers and provosts was dealing with secessionists and 
others who openly supported the Confederacy. With Nevada being under martial law, freedom of speech was 
curtailed. Under Order No. 1 by Connor, dated August 6, 1862, at Fort Churchill, anyone being heard uttering 
anything derogatory involving the Union or in praise of anything involving the Confederacy would result in 
arrest and might result in getting a beating if not shot or hung before the arresting authorities arrived. Notice: 
“punishment they so richly merit.” 

The table is a list of offenders found in newspaper accounts, what they did, and their punishment. 
Most commonly, the offender was trundled off to the nearest military post and forced to sign an oath of 
allegiance. Should the offender refuse, corporal punishment was inflicted until the offender gave in and 
signed. Packing sand was the more common punishment. Though it likely varied, one account said that 
packing sand involved having a 60-pound bag of sand strapped to the offender’s back. With an armed sentinel 
by his side, the offender would then pace forward and backward for 10 hours every day with no rest stop 
except for an hour at noon. Usually after 3 to 5 days, the offender was ready to sign. Even after signing, the 
offender may still be required to pack sand another 10 days to make doubly sure he got the point. Chopping 
wood was another common, and useful chore, inflicted upon the offender, and so much had to be done before 
getting fed.  

Before Mr. Coxey could be arrested, an impromptu 12-man panel arbitrarily sentenced him to 40 
lashes of which he received 10. At Fort Churchill, Mr. Coxey ended up with a broken leg from a falling rock 
while being forced to dig. The newspapers were not sympathetic with one suggesting the rock should have 
been more ambitious. 

Patrick Henry “Hal” Clayton (d. 1874) was a long time Nevada lawyer who hailed from Alabama and 
was also a notorious secessionist. Hence the $5000 bond to shut his mouth. His is the only mausoleum (about 
170 feet southwest of the statue) in the Lone Mountain Cemetery. His and his wife Susan’s skulls were stolen 
Oct. 31, 1997. Hal’s skull was recovered in 1999, and David Shaughnessy and Janice Hershey who stole it 
(drugs and money) and Nanette Birdsall who bought Mrs. Clayton’s skull (satanic rituals) were arrested. 
Shaughnessy confessed and got 5-years’ probation and 100 hours community service. Hershey pleaded guilty 
to an unrelated embezzlement charge to have the grave robbing charges dropped. Birdsall was given 
probation upon return of Susan’s skull.   

 

 
 



 


