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DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 6 
SERIES 2014-2015 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA AND PACIFIC 
SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

 
Observance of Memorial Day 2014 

 
By the authority vested in me as Commander of the Department of California and Pacific, 

by the Department Bylaws, the National Constitution and Regulations, and National Policies, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1: One hundred forty-two years ago the Grand Army of the Republic’s 
Commander-in-Chief John Alexander Logan issued his General Order No. 11 creating Memorial 
Day. On May 5, 1868, he wrote the following: “Let no vandalism of avarice or neglect, no 
ravages of time, testify to the present or to the coming generations that we have forgotten, as a 
people, the cost of free and undivided republic.” It is our first fraternal obligation to keep and 
observe Memorial Day, and every Camp should strive to participate in at least one Memorial Day 
event. Let us do all we can to have every Brother participate in a service of memorial. As few 
fraternal organizations have ever created a national holiday, it truly is our duty to carry this on, so 
that future generations know it well. 

Section 2: I encourage all Brothers to support the efforts to return Memorial Day to May 
30th, the traditional date as originally established by Commander-in-Chief Logan. If you have not 
done so, please sign the online petition available on our national website. I also encourage you to 
hold a Memorial Day observance on May 30th or at minimum, have Camp members and 
Department officers participate in a Memorial Day ceremony. 

Section 3: However, it is foolhardy for us not to participate in existing Memorial Day 
activities. The current law of this Nation (36 U.S.C. § 116) provides that “The last Monday in 
May is Memorial Day.” Our message of remembering the “Boys in Blue” and of returning 
Memorial Day to May 30th should not fall on deaf ears. Our solemn rituals and ceremonies 
should serve as an opportunity for us to spread our message to the maximum amount of citizens 
in our respective communities. It is opportunities such as these that will allow us to grow and 
thrive as an organization. 

The foregoing Department Order is proclaimed this 5th of May in the year of our Lord 
two thousand fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
thirty-eighth, in the City of Salinas, County of Monterey, State of California by Timothy Paul 
Reese, Commander of the Department of California and Pacific, Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War. 
 

By Order of: /s/ Timothy P. Reese, PDC 
Department Commander 
Department of California and Pacific 

 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
By: /s/ Owen R. Stiles, PCC 
Department Secretary-Treasurer 


